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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES MARCH 1972 (PRELIMINARY) 


Reference No. 6.27 


This bulletin contains statistics of industrial disputes for the month of 
March 1972 andsome previous periods. More information about these disputes will 
appear later in the detailed quarterly mimeograph "Industrial Disputes" (Reference No. 6.6). 
oN The statistics of industrial disputes refer only to disputes involving a 
stoppage of work of ten man-days or more. Workers involved include workers directly 
and indirectly involved in disputes. Workers indirectly involved are employees thrown 
out of work at the establishments where the stoppagesoccurred but not themselves 
parties to the dispute. Particulars of some stoppages(e.g. those involving a large 
number of establishments) may be estimated and the statistics therefore should be 
regarded as giving a broad measure of the extent of stoppagesof work (as defined). 


Si Stoppages of work at different points of time and at different establish-— 
ments due to the same cause may be regarded as one industrial dispute. However an 
industrial dispute occurring in more than one State is counted as a separate dispute 
in each State. A dispute involving workers in more than one industry group ina 

State or Territory is counted once only in the number of disputes - in the industry 
group that has the largest number of workers involved; but workers involved, working 
days lost and estimated loss in wages are allocated to their respective industry 
groups. Disputes not settled at the end of a year are included as new disputes in 

the figures for the following year. The monthly statistics refer to ali disputes 
operative in the month, including those disputes that commenced in previous months. 

In Table 1 details of the number of disputes and workers involved are shown separately 
for disputes beginning in the month and for all disputes. Any discrepancies between 
totals and sums of components are due to rounding. 
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4, For statistics of industrial disputes for earlier periods see "Labour 
Report No. 55, 1970" (Reference No. 6.7). 


TABLE 1. — INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : AUST 


Se __EESEar Peas Paras rao 50)" eg 
in month in month 5° 000 
1970 rm 30,883 .3 ) 
1974 45,241.3 
1971 - March 2,508.9 
April 2,210.0 if 
May 10,042,4 | 
June i, 73102 H 
July 7,431.3 | 
August 541562 
September 6,261.8 
October 22401.6 
November Weer. bets’ 
December 2,694.3 
1972 - January (b) U15.eT 
February (b) 2,062.7 
March (b) 1,881.2 
Three months ended - 
March 1971 5106.5 
March 1972 (b) 457176 


&) Refers to all disputes operative in the period - see paragraph 3, above. | 
b) Subject to revision - see paragraph 1, above. ove 
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TABLE 2. - INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : INDUSTRY GROUPS, AUSTRALIA 
WORKING DAYS LOST ('000) (a 


Engineer- 
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Coal 
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Period 


1971 . 3,068.6 
1971 - March 3.0 me Ha: 
April 0.8 8.9 é 4 
Ma Tad 4.6 2.8 648.1 
Tune 9.7 13.6 A Pea 12748 
July 0.7 19.1 4, 21.0 516.7 
August 4.8 dal 7 14.2 358.0 
September 4.4] 1 1.1 Ai Pe h 
October 4.4 2.5 7 ates 
November 1452 2a 1 ks 109.7 
December Zu2 1.4 6 84.2 191.8 
Qoai J 2.0 Ot 10.7 5348 
aaa ore | ce 2 ee 
March (c) 2.1 2.5 3545 116.9 

Three months ended- 
a 10:3| 48:2 |. $08: 


a) Refers to =e disputes operative in the period - see paragraph 3, page 1. 
(b) Engineering, metals, vehicles, etc. (c) Subject to revision = see paragraph 1, 
page 1. 


TABLE 3. - INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES ; STATES 


WORKING DAYS 1000 


1970 95.1 141.1 > 
1971 11.2 | 69.4 .6 | 3,068.6 
1971 - March PIE: 4.0 3.6 179.0 
April 1.6 1.8 ZeD 156.4 
May 15.0 9.0 0.35 648.1 
June Te@ 10.5 et 12 
July 41.8 Bet Set 516.7 
August 15.4 11.62 2.42 558.0 
September 1Os52 9.5 3.6 409.4 
October 5.6 2.9 2.2 154.4 
November 9.4 5.6 0.4 109.7 
December 0.8 6.9 0.4 191.8 
1972 - January (c) 0.4 6.5 0.5 53.8 
February (c) aol 4.6 1.9 152.3 
March (c) as 6.1 2.6 116.9 


Three months ended = 


March 1971 
March 1972 


a) Refers to all disputes operative in the period -, see paragraph 3, page 1. 
b) Includes N.T. and A.C.T. (c) Subject to revision - see paragraph 1, page 1. 
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COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS J.P. O'NEILL 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600. 6 JUNE 1972 COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 


NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
63 9111 extension 2055 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office | 
of the Bureau of Census and Statistics. 


